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the new industrial feudalism of Mr. Belloc's forecast. After
exhausting their vocabulary of invective against class collaboration
Marxists have learnt this expensive lesson themselves. The fact
that they have done so does not solve the educational problems
of democracy, while they cling to theories and refuse to face facts
till they are broken by them. My contention is that Marxists
have made blunders when they have been guided by theories
which are wrong; that they have advanced their legitimate aims
when they have been guided by a knowledge of facts, and that
they will make other blunders so long as they refuse to recognize
that their whole theory of capitalist evolution calls for drastic
criticism in the light of new facts wfiich Marx could not possibly
have known in his time.

In the teaching of Marx there is much wisdom which the
leaders of the Adult Education Movement can, and should,
assimilate. Marxism as a system encourages a kind of mental
inflexibility which can only hamper a democratic educational
movement in facing the new tasks, new needs, and new difficulties
of modern democracy. The Marxist is right in asserting that
democracy is a sham, unless it can guarantee a much higher level
of prosperity for the masses; and some Marxists are beginning to
see that this prosperity cannot be won by a movement which
relies exclusively on the support of the wage-earning classes, that
it must also look for support to the growing class of employed
persons such as teachers, clerical workers, and others collectively
described as the salariat. Their ability to organize a united front of
all grades of employees is still defeated by refusal to reconsider
the supposedly increasing misery of the proletariat or to envisage
its alternative. Capitalism does and can guarantee comparative
comfort and security to a large section of its employees, who
will not readily enlist themselves in any movement which teaches
the inevitability of civil war as a prelude to a better state of
af&in. Ordinary people bear the ills they have rather than fly to
others they know not of. Progress with Security must be the
watchword of a united front of employed persons with the will
to bring in the Age of Plenty.